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June 1, 2008
LERG RECIPIENTS    

Planned LERG Changes  6/1/08
The following describes planned changes to the Telcordia® LERG™ Routing Guide that is produced by the Telcordia® Routing Administration (TRA).  Appropriate changes will also be applied to the LERG OnLine and the LERG One Day Changes Process.  Please call TRA on 866-NPA-NXXS (i.e. 866-672-6997) or (732) 699-6700 if you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding this notice.  This notice is being sent to the party receiving the physical product (e.g. data transmission, CD) since that is often our only confirmed contact in your company.  Please share this notice with those in your company that may be interested or may need to know.  These changes may necessitate changes in how you or your company processes the LERG.
__________________________________________________​​​__________________________________
(1) LERG CHANGES OVERVIEW – June 1, 2008
LERG structural changes will occur with the June 1, 2008 issue of the LERG Routing Guide.  This amounts to:

· A revision to the file layout (redefinition of existing filler space) of the LERG1 file.  

· The addition of a new LERG file (LERG8PST)

LERG file layouts and specifications reflecting these changes are available for download at www.trainfo.com (documents).  
The following summarizes the changes to impacted files.
LERG1
The existing filler space in the LERG1 file layout (positions 341-350) will be redefined to permit identification of two new fields.  Positions 341-344 will now be defined as TARGET OCN and positions 345-348 as OVERALL TARGET OCN.  The remaining two positions of the existing filler space will remain defined as filler.

TARGET OCN – This field identifies the current company for an OCN (via use of another OCN value) in cases of mergers and acquisitions.  Industry processes now permit an acquiring company to “retain” use of the acquired company’s OCN which often will also retain the acquired company’s name.  Thus, TARGET OCN essentially permits identification of the acquiring company.  TARGET OCN is different from an OVERALL OCN.  The acquired company may have had several OCNs, as well as an OVERALL OCN.  Although specific situations may vary, the acquired company’s OCNs, as well as OVERALL OCN, would be expected to map to the TARGET OCN(s) of the acquiring company.

OVERALL TARGET OCN – Although the OVERALL TARGET OCN would be expected to be the OVERALL OCN of the acquiring company, nuances of specific mergers or acquisitions could vary.  Therefore, the OVERALL TARGET OCN is being uniquely identified.  It is also possible that an acquired company may map to a TARGET OCN, however the OVERALL TARGET OCN may be blank.

Use of TARGET OCN and OVERALL TARGET OCN is at the option of the acquiring company, it is therefore possible that an acquiring company may not make use of these fields.  Also, since the use and identification of TARGET OCN and OVERALL TARGET OCN is new to the industry and requires positive actions to be taken by the acquiring company, initial use of this field (i.e. when first appearing in the LERG) may be minimal.

LERG8PST 

This is a “new” LERG file that will provide postal codes (e.g.  ZIP Codes in the United States), for the Localities associated with Rate Centers that are identified in the LERG8LOC file.  To minimize impact on LERG users, introduction of a new file, in lieu of reconfiguring the LERG8LOC file, has been chosen as the method of introducing the new data.  Since the record key of LOCALITY St/Prov, Name, Index are the same as in LERG8LOC, LERG users can use this common key to programmatically merge the two files.  Use of the LERG8PST file is at the option, need, and development schedule of each LERG recipient.

The data file layout is as follows:

Field Description                             Length   Position

-----------------                             ------   --------
Locality Name Abbreviation                       10        1-10
Locality Index                                    2       11-12
Locality State/Province/Territory/Country         2       13-14
filler                                            1          15
Postal Code *                                     7       16-22
filler                                            1          23
Usage Indicator                                   1          24
filler                                            1          25
Exception Flag                                    1          26

filler                                            6       27-32

* data is left justified.  U.S. ZIP Codes are covered by the first 5 positions of the 7 position field.   

Notes:

1. When initially issued, data is expected to contain only U.S. ZIP Codes.
2. ZIP+4 is NOT provided.

3. The POSTAL CODE field has a length of 7 to accommodate Canadian postal codes.

4. Canadian data and, where applicable, postal codes of non-US Caribbean and Atlantic islands that are part of the North American Numbering Plan, are expected to be addressed at a later date.

5. All unique LOCALITY records in LERG8LOC will appear in LERG8PST as a means of positive cross identification of record keys.  If a LOCALITY does not have a postal code, either due to non-applicability or due to the then current state of data initialization, one line will appear for each of such localities in LERG8PST, with the POSTAL CODE field being blank.
6. Although LERG8PST will be introduced June 1, 2008, U.S. data is expected to continue to be “initialized” through the remainder of 2008.  This is due to the need to review and resolve differences between “localities” existing in the LERG (historically focused on telecommunications needs), and those localities to which a ZIP Code exists.

7. Since postal codes either exist or do not exist for a given LERG LOCALITY record, this file does not contain STATUS or EFFECTIVE DATE fields.  As such, the file should be considered a complete file replacement on a month-to-month basis.
8. Given the nature of the data, a) a postal code can be associated with more than one LERG LOCALITY and b) a LERG LOCALITY can have multiple lines in this file due to having multiple postal codes (one postal code is provided per line).

9. U.S. postal codes are sometimes associated with an organization or corporation, may be a unique military ZIP Code, etc.  Such ZIP Codes generally will not be included.
10. In some cases a postal code may be associated, for various reasons, with a variation in a locality designation that is deemed as not appropriate by the postal authority for that postal code.  Some of these designations may appear in this data and marked with an EXCEPTION FLAG of N, however there is no expectation that all such invalid designations will ultimately be included in this file.      

Field Definitions:
In addition to existing LOCALITY key element components of LOCALITY St/Prov, Name, Index, the following are fields unique to this file:

POSTAL CODE – This is defined as a 7-character field (note that Canadian postal codes are 7 characters including alphas and a blank, and some Caribbean countries contain alphas and blanks as well).  Data in this field is left justified.  Should the LERG user only wish to utilize U.S. data, this field can of course be locally defined to be 5 characters in length, followed by additional 2-character filler.  U.S. ZIP+4 is not included.

USAGE INDICATOR – This is used to provide, when applicable, additional information about a specific postal code.  Current expected values are:

	USAGE INDICATOR
	Purpose

	Blank
	No unique (i.e. N or P) indicator applies.

	N
	Indicates that the POSTAL CODE is associated with the LOCALITY (e.g. historically), but that the LOCALITY is not recommended by the postal authority for use with that POSTAL CODE.  Note that, especially once data is fully initialized, at least one other LOCALITY record in this file should have the same POSTAL CODE without this indicator being set.  

	P
	Indicates the POSTAL CODE is a P.O. Box


In rare cases where a P.O. Box is not recommended by the postal authority for use with that POSTAL CODE, the USAGE INDICATOR will appear as an N.

EXCEPTION FLAG – This is used to positively indicate that a LOCALITY properly does not have a postal code associated with it.  During the data initialization phase, cases will exist where the LOCALITY may have the POSTAL CODE field appearing blank, but where the EXCEPTION FLAG is also blank.  Such cases are part of the initialization review and will eventually be addressed.  Current expected values are:
	EXCEPTION FLAG
	Purpose

	O
	The LOCALITY is used to clarify Oddball NXX codes and is not a true “locality” (e.g. BROADBAND) 

	R
	Indicates the LOCALITY “name” is a name for a Rate Exchange Area (i.e. Rate Center) and does not correlate to a true locality with the exact same spelling.  As data gets further initialized, some of these cases, where reasonable and necessary, may have POSTAL CODEs associated with them in this file and, if so, would then have then this indicator blank.

	U
	The LOCALITY is a valid area; however, postal codes are unassigned.  The area may be ambiguous in scope or an area that would not have direct postal service (e.g. a state park, a deserted town, etc.).

	Blank 
	A blank in this field and when there is no postal code associated with the LOCALITY indicates the situation is being researched.  


(2) LERG OnLine
The LERG OnLine, which is a TRA provided web-based version of LERG data and is updated daily by TRA, will be updated on June 2, 2008 to include both the changes to the LERG1 (OCN data) as well as the postal codes associated with localities.

(3) LERG One Day Changes Process
The LERG One Day Changes Process, which provides day-to-day changes (activity) for a subset of LERG files, will reflect the LERG1 changes noted in this document.  As with the LERG1 file, the TARGET OCN and OVERALL TARGET OCN will be addressed by redefinition of filler space in the LERG1 One Day Changes Process file layout.  Data addressing the two new fields will begin appearing with the files reflecting activity for June 1, 2008.  There should be no impact on users of the LERG One Day Changes Process unless the user has a check-and-balance process that confirms actual data changes.  If the new fields were not being looked at in that process, occasionally some records may appear as having no changes.  If so, addressing this should not be an extensive local effort.  The LERG8PST file will not be a part of the LERG One Day Changes Process.
(4) COCTYPE VOI – LERG6, LERG6INS
Per industry direction, a new COCTYPE of VOI defined as “Dedicated to Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP)” has been added to the list of defined COCTYPE values.  The initial appearance of  VOI in these files is uncertain, and extensive use in not initially expected. 
(5) Additional notes regarding these LERG changes:
A sample version of the current LERG is always available at www.trainfo.com (follow catalog links).  A sample copy of the revised LERG as described above will also be made available at this site, starting on or about May 1, 2008.
Those companies receiving the LERG via Network Data Mover (NDM) will be contacted in May 2008, regarding setting up a ‘test’ transmission, should one be desired.  NDM recipients of the LERG may have to, at minimum, accommodate for the existence of the new LERG8PST file in the LERG file set transmitted to them..
Those users who utilize the LERG “front end switchboard” to access the files in the Microsoft Access database version of the LERG will have a new “front end switchboard” provided with the June 1, 2008 LERG which will incorporate the LERG8PST file.  Other aspects of this release will also be updated in the Access files as that will be provided with the June 1, 2008 LERG.

(6) Future LERG changes

At this point in time, there are no future scheduled LERG changes.  In general, implementation of industry issues that impact the LERG are attempted to be amassed and scheduled to minimize the number of times LERG changes have to be made over the course of time.  Notification of changes is provided to LERG recipients with a three-month lead time.  Some industry issues are under discussion and could potentially impact the LERG.  In that regard, please note the following:

· The removal of the LERG14 and LERG15 files from the LERG is under industry review.  The rationale regarding this is due to several factors.  If your company makes use of either of these files and desires that they continue to appear in the LERG, please contact TRA so that such can be made known.   

At minimum, a reminder notice of these changes will be issued with the June 1, 2008 LERG.  Should any correction, clarification, etc., be needed during the interim, a notification will be duly provided with a monthly LERG product.  Please be aware that this notice, as well as any subsequent notices, may be found at www.trainfo.com (documents).
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Reminder Notice





This is a final reminder notice reflecting the changes described herein.  Previous notices have been issued with the distribution of the product and other means and have been available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.trainfo.com" ��www.trainfo.com� since 3/1/08
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